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ROHNERT PARK, CA – On 04/08/17, the President of the non-profit Project Grad board for Rancho Cotate High 
School reported the embezzlement of all the funds raised for the Project Grad event being planned for the 2017 
graduating class.  The President stated they had been notified that a check written on the Project Grad account had 
been returned because of insufficient funds at the end of March.  They contacted the Treasurer, 37 year old Mary 
David of Santa Rosa, to try and determine why the check had been returned.  David, who had taken over as the 
Treasurer for the group in 2014, told them it was a mistake by the bank, but she would not meet with them at the bank 
to review the account.  David had been providing updates to the board stating the account had more than $50,000.00 
in it, prior to the check being returned.  When they were finally able to get the account information from the bank 
without David, they discovered that the account had a negative balance.  It was also discovered that David had been 
writing checks to herself from the account, and had not been depositing all of the money received from fundraising 
events.  
 
On 04/13/17, Rohnert Park Detectives obtained an arrest warrant for David for Embezzlement as well as a search 
warrant for her residence.  Detectives went to David’s residence on Todd Rd. in Santa Rosa, and took her into custody 
for the warrant.  During a search of the home, paperwork associated with the Project Grad account was found.  David 
admitted to taking the money from the account for personal use, and the money was not recoverable.  Therefore, the 
Rancho Cotate High School Project Grad group is going to have to find alternative funding to hold this year’s event for 
the graduating Senior class.  David was booked into Sonoma County Jail, where she will be housed on $380,000.00 
bail.   
END. 


